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Lumpkin and Speer 2007
• Connects all ocean basins
• Is a site of water mass formationdrives global ocean circulation
• Draws down up to half of anthropogenic atmospheric CO 2
• Effects global sea level
• Vertical exchange of nutrients fertilizes ¾ of biological production north of 30 degrees Need to monitor and understand the changes in order to predict future changes, and mitigate impacts.
To achieve this we need sustained, and internationally coordinated observations of the Southern Ocean
The international community recognised this need, and worked together to develop the Southern Ocean Observing System.
Several international organisations were integral in the development of SOOS, POGO was one of these.
Parent Organisations Endorsing Programmes
Governance and Support
Sponsors SOOS is an international initiative to coordinate and expand the efforts of all nations that gather data from the Southern Ocean, with the specific aim of developing a multidisciplinary, integrated and sustainable observing system that will deliver the observations required to address key scientific and societal challenges 
Current Status
Currently in a transition, requiring re-structure of governance to support implementation activities.
Current key priority is the development of the SOOS 10-year Detailed Implementation Plan.
Detailed Implementation Plan will identify priority activities, products and the mechanisms to achieve them (e.g., key active communities)
The Communications Strategy will need to be updated to reflect any new requirements
CURRENT STATUS POGO Communications Workshop 2014, Hobart, A
Objectives of the SOOS Communication Strategy
To provide data and information to all stakeholders, the communication of national activities across national boundaries, disciplinary activities and results across disciplinary boundaries, and programmatic activities and results between the respective programmatic communities
More specifically -To bring Southern Ocean research community together by providing information on all relevant activities, and highlight important findings in SO research to leverage continued research support on all levels 
